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                     NORTHREPPS AERODROME NEWS/UPDATE

Well, doesn’t time fly when you’re having fun. We have enjoyed some reasonable weather for a change and this month has seen our busiest weekday so far this year.. Many airfields and airstrips have re-opened after the long wet winter, but be aware, some are still only open to residents to try and give the grass time to recover. Our grass has held up well and has been rolled and had its first ‘haircut’. The new gang mower, however, is still not yet in operation but should be up and running soon. 
We also had a work party lined up to cover the second new hangar…..sadly, the hire firm let us down and the ‘Cherry picker’ did not appear. We planned to try again as soon as possible and indeed we did the following week, but a Monday this time, and the platform arrived, at no cost for coming early, on the Saturday ensuring we could get the work done. Our thanks go to the crew that did all the hard work. It now just needs the back panels and the door fitting which does require another scalm day. All the slots inside have been taken so at the moment, all three hangars are full.
The new access road is being built as I write this and is starting to look very smart and the new power cable is going in at the same time. It should be available from around the 5th of April at which point the farm entrances will be blocked off. They no longer require traffic lights for the tarmac work on the splay as they hope to do it from the ‘inside out’.
Northrepps Aero Club Some club members have been busy flying which is great to see. The Skyranger ‘RE’ has a new permit care of Trevor Villa, who is back doing the odd permit. He has been busy checking the wiring on green energy power stations(wind/solar farms etc) prior to the closing of the ‘feed in tariffs’ bonus which runs out on 01/04/14. I have a contact for another chap in Suffolk for 3-axis machines if Trevor is busy. We also welcome home Brian Smy after his trip to Nepal, which did not go quite as planned, and he is available for flex-wing permits and/or repairs…
We welcome 2 new aircraft shortly to the club, one is an X’Air Hawk and the other an ARV. Years ago, 2 club members had ARV’s so it will be nice to see an example of these now rare British aircraft back here.
CAMPING: Members are reminded that there are guidelines in place and you have also been sent a copy via e-mail. There are also copies displayed in the tower and the diner. This is due to members booking and not turning up thus denying someone else a slot. It also complies with the CCC and planning rules. All camp sites across the UK now require deposits, so please, don’t get grumpy when asked for one.
Many sites also now require not only a deposit in advance but also the full amount on arrival……

 Please note, we can no longer accept rubbish or garden waste for burning in the bund. We can dispose of small amounts of burnable waste in the skip but would prefer if you took your rubbish home please. This is not us being grumpy but the EHO’s who have been not happy….
The Paramotor boys have been busy too and poor ‘Lidl John’ who was home for a long weekend, joined the merry band of ‘Car Thumpers’,  how did he hit Mick Wrights large van?

Northrepps Model Flying Club are looking for new members and will shortly have posters up round the field and some cards in the diner. They also do lessons so if you know anyone who is into spending weeks building a little plane only to crash it on the first flight……..

As the weather improves, they hope to start getting busy so please be aware if they are operating.

Local Airfield News: Felthorpe seems to be very busy these days which is nice to see and Ludham also seems on the way up thanks to Donny’s boundless enthusiasm. Old Buck, as well as opening new hangars also plans to open a ‘one stop shop’ or Centre of Excellence which will house both M3 maintenance for C of A aircraft and have an LAA approved Inspector for permit aircraft not to mention that there will also be a paint shop, avionics centre and a interior trimming service and all under one roof. This has got to be good for Norfolk Aviation. The owner has also moved his ‘toy box’ there which includes a Beech Staggerwing and a Bucker Jungman. Their big air show is in July.
Little Snoring is also busy with TLAC bringing in lots of visitors and they also plan to open a second place in the new complex at Old Buck. There was a little hiccup at Old Buck recently…..they advertised a hangar dance but lack of support meant they had to cancel it, OK.. these things happen…but big oops…. They forgot to tell the band, who turned up on a cold, wet and wild night to find gates locked and every where pitch dark… After I stopped laughing, I did feel sorry for Matt
Flight Safety: If you fly on an old CAA/UK PPL and you have not yet changed it, this really is your chance…….
You are reminded to read the updated Flying Orders and sign them please.

All resident aircraft are required to book each flight in and out. This is even more vital if the field is unmanned… Why, you ask…. Well if you go off somewhere and either stay out over night or worse finish up in a field somewhere and we don’t know where you are, or likely to be, it will cause a lot of grief and worry. It is also part of our planning agreement.
Stay safe and if the weather is a bit suspect, remember the old saying; It’s a lot better to be down here wishing you were up there than the other way round

Happy safe flying and don’t forget the club nights…the next one is the 27th March.
THE CLOCKS GO FORWARD ONE HOUR OVERNIGHT 29/30TH  MEANING MORE DAYLIGHT AND FLYING….YIPPEE

Happy landings,

Chris and the team                                                                                                               26/03/14 

PS Some of you were lucky enough to see the amphibious aircraft that sometimes lives at Beccles and was in here a couple of weeks ago…. Well it popped over to Priory Farm the other day and on landing back at Beccles on the hard runway, it suffered an undercarriage collapse. It now won’t sadly float as it has rather a large gash on its belly. We hope it’s not too bad and can get airborne again before too long 
Events 2014

April 12-13
Ex Military Aircraft Fly-in

         25/27
Spring Footlaunch Festival

May  17/18 
Rotary Fly-in

June 7/8

Vintage Fly-in


    20/22
Crabfield ‘14

July 5/6

American Aircraft Fly-in (around 4th – independence day)


 12/13

French Aircraft Fly-in (around 14th – Bastille day)

       26/27

Ladies Fly-in

August 9/10
Tailwheel Time

             16/23
Cromer Carnival Week. Airdisplays all week – check NOTAMS

September
Open Day – date to be announced

October  18/19
End of Season Fly-in
