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                                           NORTHREPPS AERO UPDATE

Hello one and all. With Easter just over, I thought I would surprise you all and get this edition out a bit early. It’s been a busy time of late and as regular visitors will know, the new drive is open and proving a great success. The second new hangar has its coat on and we just need to sort the door and back panel and that will then be in use. Our little tower was in need of some work and was really too small so with thanks to Donny and Ludham airfield, we have a smart new Portacabin. It will contain an office at the rear, a classroom in the middle and the tower at the front. The old one has gone off to a new home. This meant that for a few days, we had to suffer with no cams or weather station but I can assure you that it was worth the wait. The building is part painted and will be finished as soon as possible. We also have our own power now along with a new cable so the power loss will be less and we can have more hook ups too. Smiffy along with some of the
 regular team have really worked hard to get us where we are today and our thanks go to them.  
Northrepps Aero Club;  The weather Gods have been kind of late and we have seen both a lot of visitors and members flying. Bumfluff has passed his assessment for instructor training and will shortly be heading off ‘oop north’ to Yorkshire to get his Instructor’s rating. He will then be able to help Smiffy as we now have several students on the books…. The camping area is also now busy so you are reminded to book a slot in good time to avoid disappointment. We welcome several new members and two are bringing their aircraft which will be housed in the new hangar. More news next month as space is tight this time. Our next event is the foot launch at the end of the month.
Northrepps Model Flying Club;  The good weather has seen an increase in flying here too. They now have a ‘Spotter’ on duty at weekends mainly when we are using the short runway for added safety. They welcome new members or wander down one weekend and have a go, they have a ‘buddy box’ so there is little or no chance of making a hole in the ground….
Local Airfield News; Not a lot to report this month
Useless Information and Silly Quiz Time:

1) We recently changed our clocks to British Summer Time. Most Countries also change but in the USA, there are two States that don’t….. Can you name them?
2) Hyetography is the study of which weather feature?

3) What is the difference between UK and US aero engines?
Answers at the bottom

Flight Safety: There is a proposal out to put a huge new zone around Farnborough, if you see a petition to block this, please sign it. Open airspace in the area is limited now and several airfields and gliding sites have been warned they may have to close. It will also make a transit to the southwest of London almost impossible. As reported last month, Manston has been sold for £1  This airfield has the 4th longest runway in the UK and was the Master Diversion Airfield for the military. It is unique in having foam cannons down each side of the runway and part, or all of it, could be covered in foam in minutes. It is used by many air cargo aircraft and is a diversion for Gatwick, has charter operations, several flying clubs and schools and many private aircraft. It is also favoured by film stars and pop groups as it is discrete. The Rolling Stones aircraft is currently there. Sadly, it looks like it will be a new town.

For those considering flying to Scotland this summer, the proposed zone around The Commonwealth Games site is now available and won’t be much smaller than the one around the Olympic Site. 
From the Flying Press;  Sun’n Fun was a great event as always and the Florida weather behaved this year. As usual, lots of new toys on the market and this was followed by the big Expo in Germany. Many aircraft manufacturers are really working on a viable electric machine and the number of ‘plastic fantastics’ continues to grow. Rotax also had a new engine on display and some of the larger GA types have gained approval for using diesel engines and several were on show. The new breed of navaids had some of the busiest stands and there are now dozens of apps for iPad’s and smart phones. I think the busiest one for aircraft sales which sold 10 in Florida alone was Technam. More in this slot next month
Buy/Sell: I thought it was time to bring back this feature, which is free and you can sell or ask for anything(as long as it’s clean, decent and legal) We can also put aircraft, radio’s etc on our website, which does work and is also free…. If you don’t believe it, I sold the CP1310 through the site in less than a month last year and will shortly be putting the Condor on it…..See me for more info
And finally;  

A couple of silly comments but they are true…honest;-

Though I fly through the valley of death, I shall fear no evil for I am 80,000ft and climbing….sign over the entrance to the SR71(Blackbird) base at Kadena.
And the sign over the crew room door to the apron.. You’ve never been lost until you’ve been lost at Mach 3

Safe flying and happy landings,
Chris and the Team                                                                                                   21/04/14

Quiz Anwers:
1 The two states that don’t change are Hawaii(understandable) and Arizona but the Navajo people do just to cause chaos

2 Hyetography is the study of rainfall

3 If you stand in front of an aircraft as to swinging the prop…UK engines go clockwise and US engines go anti-clockwise
